7




LIFE, LIBERTY, AND PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS AMONG EARLY AMERICAN GROUPS






Student’s Name
Course
Professor’s Name
Date












Introduction
 In early America, different groups of people lived there, and among these groups were American Indians as well as African Americans. Before the year 1840, the issue of liberty, life, and pursuit of happiness were expressed in different ways to these groups of people. The resident who used to live in America before 1840 spoke different languages since they comprised of Europeans, Africans, and a portion of Indians[footnoteRef:1]. All these communities got access to America either by sea root as well as through land. During this historical period, transatlantic trade, trans Sahara trade as well as the colonization process wee on the rise. [1:  Foner, E. (2016). Give Me Liberty! An American History: One Volume. WW Norton & Company.
] 

Different communities interacted in these trade activities where different continents exchanged goods from other continents. The main commodity of the trade from Africa was slaves who were transported through seeing to the American continent through the Atlantic Ocean, and these trades were known as trans-Atlantic trade. This slave trade led to the increases in the number of Africans in the American continent[footnoteRef:2]. The Indians in America occupied the place, which is in the present-day known as Arizona. These Indians had constructed dams as well as canals, which enabled them to participate in farming activities. Indian society in ancient America shared common characteristics with different communities in this region of North America. Their religion did not appear to pose a significant difference from that of other cities of Europeans in America. These religious rites were performed in the Indian villages. However, this aspect of spiritual as well as freedom of other things Indians believed in changed due to a large number of Europeans who were arriving on the American continent. These Europeans stated that Indians needed to be converted to Christianity, which they believed was the true religion. In consideration of the changing world, the aspect of life, liberty as well as a pursuit of happiness affected both groups widely. The two groups most affected based on liberty and freedom matters were the American Indians and African Americans.  [2:  Ibid., 33
] 

America Indians
	Due to the increasing number of European emigrants is the American continent in the early 18th century, the American Indians found life unfavorable to them. In these first years of the 18th and 19th centuries, federal policy was introduced, and it stated that given communities be confined in fixed areas with limited movement. In these plots, there were to continue practicing their traditional rites here without the involvement of other communities. Among the majorly affected tribe by the federal policy were the American Indians[footnoteRef:3]. Manifold was the main issue concerning this policy. According to information in giving me liberty concerning Indians, Europeans initially had a positive as well as extreme views towards the American Indians. They used to regard them as noble savages with a gentle as well as a friendly character. In the year 1524, American Indians saw newcomers Europeans as weak since they were not used to a balanced diet as that of American Indians. There was according to the view of American Indians who were at these times held with high self-esteem by Europeans. However, these aspects as to how the American Indians appeared changed over time where their healthy lifestyle changed drastically. Due to their religion, the Europeans stated regarding  Indians as lacking fundamental belief, and it undermined the pursuit of happiness of American Indians as a result of the attack on their faith. Their religion was regarded as the main obstacle to the commercial use of land, which was a significant source of wealth to the Europeans who, at this point, had stared establishing settlement schemes and plantations in America. Indians at these points differed with the Europeans, who saw religion as a form of acquiring commodities. In contrast, American Indians saw faith as a representation of pure spirits as well as souls. On the issue regarding the division of labor and specialization, the freedom which American Indians had was interfered with. Indians used to uphold the division of energy while working on farms. An example was where American Indian men used to break the sod on the farm while the women were involved in planting crops[footnoteRef:4]. On the other hand, Europeans saw these as a waste of time as well as weak men mistreating their wives working the farm. [3: Reyhner, J., & Eder, J. (2017). American Indian education: A history. University of Oklahoma Press.
 ]  [4:  Reyhner, J., & Eder, J. (2017). American Indian education: A history. University of Oklahoma Press.
] 

	Following different occurrence in early America, freedom of religion, private ownership of property as well as the liberation of the American Indian community from uncivilization was undermined. These indicated the undermining of the basic principles of life, liberty, and a pursuit of the happiness of the American Indian community. In 1830 American Indian communities were displaced from their ancestral land violation of the set treaties. The set government of 1830 was responsible for the initiation of the agreements which had initially protected the lands owned by American Indians[footnoteRef:5]. These were the primary strategy employed by the government to acquire land from American Indians, which in turn affected their life by subjecting them to anguish poverty. The farm was the primary economic source for these communities, and they were taking from them, and later gave to European societies. Where this strategy failed, the government violated all the treaties, including the one provided by the supreme court, and these ensured that European were evenly distributed in the American nation[footnoteRef:6]. The Indian communities were displaced since they were seen as the major obstacle along the coast south of America. Major liberty discrimination of the Indians, as well as their freedom, was experienced in 1814, where an expedition was carried out to all the Indian communities. These were carried out, although president Thomas and jams had promised exchange of the land belonging to American Indians with the property along river Mississippi. [5:   Ibid., 20]  [6: Shiell, T. C. (2019). African Americans and the First Amendment: The Case for Liberty and Equality. SUNY Press.
 ] 

African Americans
	When African American have mentioned the central concept, as well as the subject that comes to people’s minds based on history, was slaves as well as racial discrimination. However, the central idea of African Americans before 1840 is slavery. The freedom of African American’s was wee profoundly undermined where their lives were a living hell during their time as slaves. Additionally, these African did not have the right to property which made their pursuit of happiness appear as a sweet dream to them[footnoteRef:7] .  Most Africans were taken to the American continent during the transatlantic trade. The physical appearance of Africans made them suitable to work for the European plantations as slaves. They were energetic, and they were not easily affected by the disease, which affected many Europeans in America. Acquiring slaves was conducted through slave raids as well as wars of conquest. By the time there was an American revolution, which led to the adoption of the new constitution, which saw the end of the slave trade, many African Americans had suffered as well as reporting many death cases. The end of the slave trade was made effective in 1808. The cotton plantation in the southern part of America was the main factor why saves were transported through the ocean to the American continent. During their transportation to the American continent, many slaves died on the way, others became sick and weak on the way, and the few who made it to America were tortured during work. These African Americans slaves were not aware of the true meaning of happiness where their life was a miserable one. [7:  Ibid., 40] 

 	The African not only provide cheap labor to the cotton plantations but also worked in tobacco farms for very long hours. Their freedom was also undermined, where they worked under maximum supervision from their masters[footnoteRef:8]. Despite all the challenges they faced as well as discrimination based on their race, slaves’ families, and the places where they lived, developed to form an important institution that was widely recognized in America. They found happiness in their living places where they lived in unity among a community, and their bind expanded from family ties to communal ties. These aspects of togetherness made them develop vibrant political, social as well as economic organizations which their European masters could no longer control. While no single European could prefer to be a slave, these slaves led a vibrant lifestyle where they became active agents of their personal and social life[footnoteRef:9]. The story under which this slave endured harsh conditions where thee life was under tough conditions have turned to be a great inspiration to many people in the current world. Some of the slave’s descendants became active political leaders bringing about major political revolutions. An example of significant slave descendant figures included Martin Luther King Junior, Marcus Gavi, as well as Sir Marcom. However, the liberty of these African Americans was widely undermined. [8:  Shiell, T. C. (2019). African Americans and the First Amendment: The Case for Liberty and Equality. SUNY Press.
]  [9:  Ibid., 10] 
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